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Survey response Emerging Draft V4 2018 

A paper copy of the Emerging Draft version 4 was on display at the Annual Parish Meeting 

of 18th April 2018 and was also available on the Neighbourhood Plan website at the same 

time. The meeting was attended by parish councillors and parishioners who were able to 

look at the plans and make comments at the time or online via an online survey. 30 people 

attended the Annual Parish Meeting and there were 2O respondents to the online survey. 

Comments appear in the order they were made on the website – newest first. 

The Neighbourhood Plan has an improved environment section and we would like to 

know what you think. 

Q1 Do you agree with the aims of this section? 

Yes 95.24% 20 No 4.76% 1 

Comments: 

• South Devon Rural housing allow light pollution on their properties, Huxhams Cross 

and Broom Park in particular. Bright orange sodium lighting dusk to dawn. Helf 'n 

Safety. Both areas support bat life, and these bright lights are the only ones shining 

brightly in these dark sky areas. Please suggest to SDRH that they amend their 

lighting requirements. Managers have received complaints about the lights but as 

they have never visited the sites after dark, they have no ideas as to how intrusive 

these lights are, well over and above H&S levels.  

• I agree with keeping Totnes and Dartington as separate places but would like to see 

improved access between the two for pedestrians and cyclists. There is of course a 

lovely path but for half the year it is often too dark or muddy to be a practical 

commuter route  

• It needs to be made clear what additional protection the NP can provide beyond the 

existing mechanisms of TPO s and endangered species protection.  

• More or less, but I'd write something along the lines of the following: The new section 

has been written in response to local consultations and is called ‘Environment, 

Landscape and Climate Change.’ It deals with: • Improving the quality of the 

natural environment; • Resisting urbanization and enhancing the rural nature of the 

parish; • Recognizing and developing the discrete identities of settlements in 

the parish, and resisting urban sprawl; in particular, ensuring a rural separation 

between Dartington and Totnes; • Reducing contributions to and minimising the 

effects of climate change; • Promoting renewable energy. Devon Wildlife Trust 

records show there are a number of endangered species, including Greater 

Horseshoe Bats and dormice, living in the parish. These species are endangered 

largely due to the encroachment of human activities on their habitats. There has 

been no formal survey of wild fauna or flora, although residents report widespread 

sightings of deer and otters, as well as many much-loved bird species. Protection of 

habitats – and wildlife corridors in particular – needs to be given high priority when 

considering any new building developments. There are records of 260 veteran trees 

on the Dartington Hall Estate, of which 21 are considered ancient. The gardens at 

Dartington Hall are listed Grade 2*. The Estate also has several mature plantations of 

trees – Leonard Elmhirst who bought the Estate in 1924 with his wife, Dorothy, was a 

keen silviculturalist. As well as providing wildlife corridors, hedgerows throughout the 

parish, lining roads and separating fields, contain large ash, oak, beech and other 

trees, valuable for the environment. Local people consider Dartington to be a rural 
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parish with a distinct identity and wish it to remain as such. While planners and 

developers are plainly keen to develop and urbanize the area closest to Totnes, any 

development needs to maintain the area’s rural nature as a collection of hamlets, 

more or less orientated to Dartington Hall. Maintaining the fields and woods of land 

between Totnes and Dartington Village is one element of resisting this pressure for 

urbanization. Minimizing environmental impact is key, in particular, reducing light 

pollution. Environment, Landscape and Climate Change Strategic Objective: To 

ensure development improves the quality of the natural environment, sustains and 

enhances natural habitats, develops much loved local views and reduces 

environmental impact, particularly with respect to climate change.  

• It is vital developers and property owners are aware of their legal responsibilities.  

• I would also like Yarner Beacon to be considered Dartington Hall is not the centre of 

the Parish, but Yarner Beacon is. People moving in to the parish have no idea how 

much it was used and loved. Times change, trees grow old like us and die, but 

Yarner Beacon has seen it all.  

Q2. How can we maintain the rural character of the parish? Select the options you 

agree with. 

1. Minimise visual impact of new development on the landscape by planting trees and 

hedges.8.95% 17 

2. Include a network of green spaces within new development and between new and 

existing developments.90.48% 19 

3. Require an assessment of the development's impact on views into and across the 

parish. 71.43% 15 

4. Ensure that new boundaries fit with existing hedgerow patterns. 80.95% 17 

5. Retain woodland, linked open spaces, quiet walking routes and lanes. 95.24% 20 

6. Have a policy which prevents light pollution and protects dark skies. 80.95% 17 

7. Resist development in the green gap between Dartington and Totnes. 90.48% 19 

8. Resist any development on sites in the parish that are not already allocated in the 

Joint Local Plan or identified on SHDC's Brownfield Register. 95.24% 20 

Comments: 

• Identify which of the above objectives are not already taken account of within existing 

planning determinations ,and over which the NP would facilitate action, and 

concentrate efforts on those areas.  

• Resist 'infilling.' Develop wildlife corridors.  

• Encourage awareness of landowners responsibilities  

• Definitely do not build around Yarner Beacn as it is the only space we can look up to 

and rest our heart and soul.  

• There may be exception sites suitable for self-build or custom build for those either 

on the Devon Home Choice Register or the Right to Buy Scheme. As long as 

development on these sites adhere to the above I would support such developments. 

 

Q3 How can we conserve protect, maintain and enhance the natural environment? 

Select those you agree with. 

1. New development proposals will Identify, retain and manage any wildlife corridors 

through or beside proposed sites. 80.95% 17  
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2. An environmental impact assessment will accompany all development proposals. 

85.71% 18 

3. Watercourses in or near sites will be protected with a wildlife corridor on either side. 

80.95% 17 

4. Established boundary features on sites such as Devon Banks and hedgerows shall 

be maintained and managed. 85.71% 18 

5. All new development will include sustainable drainage schemes. 90.48% 19 

6. Mature, ancient and veteran trees on sites will be protected.95.24% 20 

7. Wetland areas in sites will include a diversity and protection management 

plan.76.19% 16 

8. Environmental statements and plans will be provided for all development 

sites.90.48% 19 

Comments: 

• houses in new developments should have rainwater collecting facilities and any 

additional run off should go into soakaways not public drainage system. Drives 

should be gravelled and not paved. Outside lighting, particularly security should be 

kept to a minimum wattage. When abroad recently saw streetlights that only come on 

when activated by someone walking past. Could work as part of development 

lighting.  

• Hedgerows need to be sustainably maintained. Cease all flailing on hedges.  

• Slowing of traffic along rural lanes identified as having protected species of flora and 

fauna. 

• Sewage,water and transport are big problems. We must treat our rivers and streams 

with respect. More houses more toilets more stuff to get rid of. Stop cutting all the 

hedge tops off. The birds can not escape from predators on those low hedges. Road 

hedges do need to be cut back as Primroses can not grow in brambles, people can 

not escape from the traffic, Bees need food. 

• Parking on new developments should be kept to a minimum and development lay 

outs should enable safe walking and cycling routes both within developments and 

connecting them to the wider community and local amenities 

Q4 Do you agree that any new development proposal should ensure that its lighting 

proposals do not result in the loss of night time darkness or create light pollution for 

the surrounding area? Yes 100% 20 

Q5 Do you agree that any development proposals requiring external lighting must be 

able to demonstrate that the lighting schemes are designed to reduce light spillage? 

Yes 100% 20 

Q6 What should a climate change policy contain? (Select those you agree with.) 

1. All new developments must include green transport plans to minimise CO2 emissions 

from residents/businesses 90.00% 18 

2. New developments must make positive contributions to the local footpath and cycle path 

network.100.00% 20 

3. Developers are encouraged to design all buildings for minimal energy use through 

orientation, maximum insulation and provision of renewable energy.90.00% 18 

4. New developments must demonstrate, via a design statement, actions to minimise 

contributions to climate change and plans for the possible impact of climate change 

95.00% 19 
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Comments: 

• re: second suggestion, also contribute to traffic calming measures in the village  

• Target only those objectives over which the NP would make a difference  

• All new buildings should be Zero Carbon or Negative Carbon. 'Encouraging' 

developers is pointless: they need to have their arms twisted!  

• Cycle paths and footpaths are the biggest priority currently; the number of 

schoolchildren at risk is increasing hugely with the new developments which have at 

least tripled traffic on the lanes of Dartington.  

• May be they should also include an electric car charging point.  

• We need to look at biomass and woodchip energy production. I believe there are now 

concerns about their carbon footprint. Community energy schemes should be 

supported/encouraged  

Q7 The renewable energy policy seeks to support proposals for individual and 

community scale energy from hydro-electricity, solar voltaic panels, local biomass 

facilities, anaerobic digestions and wood fuel products subject to criteria. Which 

criteria should apply? Select those you agree with. 

1. The siting and scale of the proposed development is appropriate to its setting and the 

position in the wider landscape.83.33% 15 

2. Proposals for new development will encourage the best use of resources and 

technologies with the greatest energy output and the least harmful impacts.88.89% 

16 

3. The proposed development does not create an unacceptable impact on the amenity 

of local residents.83.33% 15 

4. The proposed development does not have an unacceptable impact on a feature of 

natural or biodiversity importance.88.89% 16 

5. The proposed development can demonstrate it has the capacity to mitigate any 

negative impacts.83.33% 15 

6. The potential for community ownership, wholly or partly, is explored and that if such a 

product is delivered there should be an agreement to ensure that the project can 

deliver its objectives.77.78% 14   

Comments: 

• There is always talk of development. When was the last time a new reservoir was 

built? Our Dartington water comes from the Avon Dam (many of us have to use 

bottled water) and is not particularly good quality. With all this new housing, perhaps 

a thought to halting constructions pro tem and seeing to our precious water supplies.  

• These criteria don't seem to relate to encouraging renewable energy. There should 

be something more specific about encouraging new developments to go further than 

the minimum requirement for energy efficiency and generation.  

• 'Unacceptable' begs the question in all these criteria above.  

• In a perfect world 

Q8 The Emerging Draft v4 can be viewed on the Neighbourhood Plan website: 

https://dartingtonnp.wordpress.com/ Do you have any other comments on the Draft 

document? 3 responses (thanks, well done, and not yet) 


