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Brimhay is a collection of small ground floor homes 
around a shared green built originally by the 
Dartington Hall Trust as a retirement home for their 
agricultural workers . 

 

The houses were a joint venture between the 
Dartington Hall Trust, which gifted the land, and 
Totnes Rural District Council. 

 

In 1968 the last of the buildings were completed and 
taken over by the Dartington Housing Association 
which later became the South Devon Rural Housing 
Association (SDHR). 

 

SDHR now wish to demolish the existing Brimhay 
buildings and replace them with a new development. 
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Brimhay is in the village of Dartington where 
traditional Devon houses are interspaced with more 
recent development. 

 

One characteristic of the old Devon patterns was the 
arrangement of houses around a shared green space. 

 

This created an attractive clustering of houses which 
was introduced to the Brimhay Bungalows design 
and other new developments by the Dartington Hall 
Trust. 

 

Some of the most loved (and expensive) property in 
the county is clustered around these sorts of open 
spaces. 
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In contrast to the highly valued local vernacular, The 
SDRHA plans for the Brimhay site are to; 

 

Demolish the 18 existing 1 bed affordable bungalows 
and build 32 new units in their place around a 
standard ‘car centric’ layout. 

 

12 of the new units will be 1 bed 2 person flats on 3 
floors. 1 other building will have 8 flats for the Robert 
Owen Community. 

 

There are also proposed  12 detached and semi-
detached open market houses. 

 

The sad thing about these proposals is that they 
deliver a piece of faceless suburbia into the centre of 
Dartington. 

 

This type of homogenous development undermines 
local distinctiveness and place values. In this case it 
also tarmacs over a central green space destroys 
established wildlife areas. 

 

 

 

SDRHA Plans for Brimhay 
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By studying what works locally in Dartington we can 
see that there is a great demand to live in attractive 
neighbourhoods. 

 

Therefore it makes sense to learn from the success of 
these places and design the new layout for Brimhay 
in a way that provides a contemporary version of 
what has been proved to be most successful in 
Dartington. 

 

In this way you can achieve higher values can build 
less houses to finance the affordable 
accommodation . 

Alternative Plans which retain the green space for Brimhay 
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We believe that it is vital to build places that have all 
the attractive qualities of a  ‘proper village’ as 
opposed to a housing estate. 

 

The vision for Brimhay is to create a new eco-
neighbourhood that encourages social interaction 
and a low carbon life-style. 

 

We would build using an offsite manufactured 
method to do this which will deliver highly energy 
efficient eco-friendly buildings that have a high 
degree of design flexibility.  

 

It is also important that the new houses have a 
strong sense of local character and identity. 
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We believe that places should be designed for people 
(rather than motor vehicles) creating safe, walkable 
neighbourhoods. 

 

Houses should also be designed to cope with lifetime 
changes and be flexible enough to cope with future 
needs and adaptations. 

 

The relationship of our buildings to the open space is 
always inspired by local examples of attractive 
villages and streets that have stood the test of time. 
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We have built new eco-neighbourhoods that have similar characteristics 
to what we are proposing for Brimhay. 

 

These have stood the test of time and are still enjoyed and loved by the 
residents. 

 

For more information please see: 

www.thelivingvillagetrust.com & www.village-makers.com 

The Wintles in Shropshire 


