
 
 

ECONOMICS GROUP VISION 
 

Dartington will be a parish where local economic empowerment will contribute to the emergence of 
a sustainable, co-operative and vital economy.  
 
Strengthening local investment and consumption will encourage a greater understanding of the 
importance of business and commerce and raise awareness of options and opportunities building 
on the work of Dartington Hall Trust and its founders, the Elmhirsts.  
 
The changing rural economy and social character of the countryside will be recognised and given 
the opportunity to thrive. 
 
 
ECONOMICS GROUP: OBJECTIVES 

 
Please look at the following objectives and choose your top 5 using a green sticker. If there are 
any you really disagree with, please identify them using a yellow sticker. 
 

1 Create opportunities for employment for local people 
 
 
 

 
16 positive     (1st) 

2 Promote opportunities opened up by information technology 
advances to enable people to cooperate and share resources 
in new ways  
 

 
3 positive (10th) 

3 Encourage the diversity of small businesses by supporting 
cooperative initiatives (such as enterprise forums), sharing 
skills, work places, tools libraries etc. 
 

 
8 positive      (=5th) 

4 Protect existing employment space and/or land and allocate 
new land and/or space throughout the parish for affordable  
office and/or industrial accommodation.   
 

1 positive (11th) 
2 negative – comment ‘ Don’t need 
any new ones, there’s enough existing 
premises 

5 Create business opportunities by supporting conversion of 
redundant agricultural premises into commercial spaces 
 

 
8 positive (=5th) 

6 Allow for existing buildings to be converted into employment 
uses and so protect Greenfield sites  
 
 

 
14 positive  (2nd) 

7 Preserve the rural landscape and Greenfield spaces whilst 
supporting established and new, varied and vital enterprises. 
 
 

 
12 positive (3rd) 

8 Encourage economic understanding and create opportunities 
for the community to invest financially, personally, physically or 
intellectually in the parish enterprises 
 
 

 
8 positive (=5th) 

9 Create an economy based on sharing 
 
 
 

 
6 positive (8th) 

10 To devise a parish Design Statement to set local criteria for 
new economic and housing development 

 
4 positive (9th) 



 
 

11 To find a balance between protecting the countryside and rural 
nature of the parish while maintaining the vitality and diversity 
of its economy 
 

 
9 positive  (4th but 2 negative) 
2 negative 
 

 

 

Suggested Additional Economic Objectives 

 

Suggestions have been grouped by individual authors. (Items 1 and 3 are in similar 

hands) 

1.  

 Develop + encourage businesses that build on Dartington strengths. (2 

green dots) 

 Train for Land use for farming/cultivation. 

 Forestry 

 Arts - Use our massive Arts reputation. Festivals: Training (1 green dot) 

 

2. 
 Co-operative land working 

 Universal Income for Parishioners (Dartington wouldn’t be the first) 

 Redistribution of land 

3. 

 Create climate for: 

o World class excellence in environmental businesses – drawing on 

Schumacher 

o Outlets + access to market for local producers. (1 green dot). 

      4.  

 Let’s grow food, crops and trees for fuel (and biodiversity) that are needed 

for local markets Creates local jobs and revenue; reduces CO2 emissions. No 

more spraying of pesticides + fossil fuel dependence please! 

      5.  
 Develop a supportive organization to help develop and support younger 

creative and entrepreneurs (similar to managed workspace), 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


