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Introduction 

The aim of this consultation was to get an initial impression of the needs and desires of the 

Dartington community with regards to outdoor spaces in the parish, in order to feed into the 

neighbourhood plan. Information was gathered from the community during different con-

sultation events on the history of play and open spaces in Dartington, how they are cur-

rently being used and where improvements are needed. Below is a summary of the input we 

received from members of the community. Full details can be found in the appendix. 

~~~ 

Past 

Memories and Stories: 

Dartington Parish has provided many rich memories of outdoor play. Many of the older partici-

pants spoke of  being outside all day building dens and look-outs, playing with bows and arrows. 

There was a general sense that children were able 

to play freely and safely in the fabric of the 

neighbourhood and in the surrounding woods and 

fields.  These experiences of play had a profound 

effect on some children, like Charlie who went on 

to study sculpture at University. People told sto-

ries indicating a close tie with nature and local ru-

ral life, of lambs being brought from Parsonage 

Farm, of apple trees all the way up to Foxhole and 

around Meadowbrook, of Dartington Market. At 

one time there was a youth club offering regular 

activities. 

 

“I’d be out all day, the only rule was ‘don’t talk to tramps.’ With bows and arrows, matches. Build 

dens, lookouts, spy on people, cooking. We knew every inch of North Woods. We were feral and 

could look after ourselves. There was an amazing youth club, boxing, djing. Run by Wez” 

 

“The kids had the stream and common areas in Brooking Hamlet, and the woods up to the lake 

where they would take out an old boat to the island to build dens. Damning the stream.   Charlie did 

a wonderful ‘Andy Goldsworthy’ project in the stream, making paths out of natural materials. An 

island of red woods with a white centre and ferns. He was so fully engaged. He went on to do sculp-

ture.” 

 

  “Kids playing cricket, footy, wood turning, tennis, youth football, cycling to The Cott for hot pas-

ties. My boys always wanted to be at Staverton putting coins on the line, making rafts at the river 

at Staverton.  Then have a fire and sausages outside.” 



Other activities remembered: 

Maypole dancing at Brimhay 

Walking in the fields with the dog 

Wildlife – owls and rabbits  

Collecting newts in the stream behind Bramble Close  

Fond memories of the River Dart and North Woods 

 

Present  

Favourite places and activities:  

The river Dart, Dartington Estate and North Woods featured heavily in people’s stories of play 

and recreation, both past and present. The stream behind Bramble Close, Brimhay and Hunters 

Moon were also mentioned.  

Favourite things to do in these places were walking and cycling, swimming in the river or at 

Meadowbrook Swimming Club, playing football, meditating and enjoying the stillness. 

The  fact that the village does not have one local centre, but many was by some considered a 

positive. 

Future 

There was a real appreciation for the existing opportunities for recreation in the Parish, particu-

larly the natural environment. Participants wanted these areas to be protected for future gen-

erations, as well as more opportunities to: 

 Spend time outdoors when it rains ie a covered space for play and hanging out 

 Cycle and walk safely  

 Watch birds and other wildlife 

 Play tennis and other sports 

 Spend relaxing time with other adults and children in the community 



Suggested improvements by area: 

Meadowbrook and Dorothy Elmhirst playing fields 

The areas identified as most in need of improvement and with the most potential were the 

spaces around Meadowbrook and Dorothy Elmhirst playing fields. While many children use this 

area for play and recreation there was a desire expressed by both adults and children for these 

areas to be improved to better meet the needs of the community . Suggestions included: 

 Solar heating for pool to extend its use and make it a much more pleasant experience. 

 MUGA in front of Meadowbrook in place of paddle pool. 

 A multi-sports area court where the existing tennis courts are. This to include a separate 

court for football and basketball and another court for tennis. An interesting idea included the 

courts to be floodlit and for them to be hired out in the evening, thus providing a revenue for 

their maintenance. 

 Skatepark for bikes and scooters in tennis area or in the Week corner of the playing fields . 

 A mini beacon for kids at the top of Sawmills field, ie look-out tower and adventure play. 

 Using the wooded area adjacent to the Bidwell Brook and running from the Bridge Acad-

emy to the Week end of the Dorothy Elmhurst playing field, for adventurous play activi-

ties. 

 Contour the hill by Meadowbrook car park to form an amphitheatre facing the tarmac 

area.  

 Install solar panels and accessible toilets at Meadowbrook Community Centre.  

 Update and re-open water play area in front of Community centre.  

 Upgrade play equipment at Meadowbrook.  

 Remove fencing or install gate  around stream area so that children can access the water.  

 An extension to the footpath on the Dorothy Elmhurst Playing field to make a safe cycle/

wheelchair track around the field with some designated seating areas for parents to view 

children safely. Ideas were also mentioned to extend this to the scrubland at the Week end 

of the field to provide some more adventurous cycling. 

 A link for residents from Origins to access the field from the Week corner of the site which 

the DRA have rejected. 

 Allotments, orchard and coppice wood on open space behind Dorothy Elmhirst playing 

fields.  

 

Top end of the village (Cott, Brimhay, Hunters Moon, Bidwell Brook) 

 A play area for under 10 year olds at the top end of village in/close to Cott, ie close to the 

stream at Brimhay or at Hunters Moon  



 Put bench on edge of the wildflower circle at Hunters Moon Green. In the area where the 

community compost is - make the conker tree into a kid’s hang-out space with swing. 

More trees and bushes. 

 

River Dart 

 Have a wood fired sauna and Jacuzzi – relax and socialize while kids play. 

 Dart riverside walk with interpretation materials on flora, fauna and seasons. 

 

General suggestions for the Dartington village area 

 More playing in the street: less cars, more car-free zones where kids can play safely. 

 Village centre needed, a green. Could it be Bidwell? 

 Need for cycle circuits, muga court, nature trail - could the wild patch by the old primary 

school be opened up? 

 Concerns about the development at Lescaze and how this might effect the children living 

in the village using this path to walk to Dartington Primary School. 

 

~~~ 

 

Spaces to Play  

Part of the consultation comprised of an opportunity for children (and adults!) to design the kind 

of spaces they enjoy spending time in. Play is seen here as a broad range of activities from active 

games and making to relaxing and pondering. Below are images of the elements that the 

younger members of the community would like to see included in any play spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

climbing and balancing structures, nets 

over tunnels, trim trail, bridge, spinning 

tower 

hut on mound, tunnel, tyre trim trail, spin-

ning tower, climbing net 



forest of climbing posts, towers with tipi 

tops, vegetation, climbing sculptures 

echo chamber with climbing nets 

mounds of tyres for climbing up with slide that 

ends in tunnel, rocking cradle, hut tower, bal-

ancing bridge, climbing structure, hiding hut, 

spinning tower, climbing net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

nest, hiding spaces camouflaged with nets 

and vegetation 

mirror screens with hiding spaces behind 

them, tunnel and mounds, tyre trim trail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
hut, spinning tyre tower, climbing and balancing 

structures, climbing cube, balancing bridge, 

spinning disc 



 

 

 

 

nest, hiding spaces camouflaged with nets 

vegetation and mirrors, silver hiding place 

nets over tunnels, spinning tower, hut over 

mound accessed by net, climbing tyre 

tower, slide into tunnel, swings 

tall vegetation, climbing net rocking cradle, slide ending in tunnel 

Tower to climb in and out, climbing sculpture, 

climbing and balancing structures, tunnel, climbing 

logs 

tyre swing, tipi, climbing net 



Summary 

Dartington Parish has much to offer in terms of play and open spaces. However there is a sense 

that these unique and beautiful spaces are under threat of development. Conversation centred 

as much on how to preserve the character of the parish as on how to improve the area. 

Safety was also a concern with a desire for car free walk and cycle routes linking the different 

recreation and play areas in  Dartington village. Children should be able to play and move freely 

around  the neighbourhoods, much as it was in the past, without fear of being hurt by cars. 

Residents expressed a need for multi use community spaces where different ages and activities 

mix. For example: a space where parents can relax with a cup of tea while their children can 

safely play. There is also a desire for spaces that might function as a focal point for the commu-

nity: a community café or perhaps a space where there could be a weekly market.  

Much of the focus for improvements centred around  Meadowbrook and Dorothy Elmhirst play-

ing fields with some suggestions to upgrade Meadowbrook community centre and open it to the 

wider community, which would bring more life to the  outdoor spaces. 

The children of the parish would like spaces to climb, hide, balance, slide, spin and swing. Spaces 

with tall vegetation, mirrors and silver hiding places. Huts, tipis, tunnels, trails. Spaces where you 

can hear echoes. 

 

~~~ 

 


