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Bidwell Cycle Track

Where it is proposed to be:

In detail:



The proposal

To build a cycle track along the south side of the A385  to link the quiet roads presently separated 
by the scary traffic on this main road from Dartington to the A38 junction and on to Plymouth.

The total length is about 500 m. The section A – B on the map above lies within the proposed 
Bidwell solar farm (outlined in yellow). The section B – D would have to be built on farmland, 
either behind the hedge or on road verge acquired for the purpose. The section D – C can be built on 
the existing grass verge.

The necessary negotiations should include reserving a further right of way from A to E, as part of an 
eventual cycle express route along the A385. This process will take a generation but we should 
secure the possibility now, because the solar farm has an expected 40 year lifetime.

The justification

This relatively short stretch of cycle track A - C will provide a safe route across the A385, linking 
the networks of minor roads on both sides, one of which is already designated a national cycle 
route. People will still have to cross the road, protected probably only by a 'cycle crossing' sign, 
though a proper pedestrian crossing could be provided, particularly as there are bus stops at point A.

These minor roads serve the rural hinterland to the considerable urban centres of Dartington and 
Totnes, so this initiative will enhance their recreative value for many people.

The proposal has the support of Dartington Parish Council (exact wording will be available on 
confirmation of the minutes).

The feasibility and cost

The solar farm developer is sympathetic to supporting construction of the short stretch A – B within 
the farm, but is reluctant to construct and maintain it because of insurance risks. The owner of the 
field B – C has not yet been contacted by the proposer of this scheme Mr. Frank Benatt. The stretch 
C – D is probably owned by the highway, but I have not investigated the available width, nor 
possible complications such as buried drains and cables. 

What TotM should do

I request that this proposal be forwarded to DCC Highways for evaluation, while Mr Benatt is 
encouraged to secure the cooperation of the farmer and maintain contact with the solar developer 
and with his parish council.
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